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[bookmark: _GoBack]The police have considered using the social network as a tool to combat crime. The social network allows police officers to conduct online investigations through accepting ‘’friend requests’’ (Borgatti et al., 2018). Therefore, criminals accept friend requests which will enable police officers to track their locations and criminal schedules. This has been successful since a lot of illegal activities have been curtailed and countered because the plans and coordination of activities are controlled before they happen. However, this comes with a price since the police violate the privacy of rights of individuals as they gather information to arrest criminals. I am on the pro side and agree that the practice of the police of using social media to solve crimes violates the privacy of individuals. 
First, the privacy of individuals is violated through the risks of losing personal liberty. Individuals are entitled to enjoy the right of personal liberty which allows them to communicate freely, express ideas and thoughts without having to fear the law. According to Harms (2018), the government monitoring of social media is a direct threat to the user’s free expression and privacy. Posts and messages that are sent between friends online and made non-public may have sensitive information as the information is intended to be shared with only a limited audience. Besides, some posts can provide details about the location of the users, and this can be used to track their daily movements and habits. Therefore, this makes users refrain from posting, commenting or liking pages that may be related to activities regarding criminal activities. As a result, the police are forced to access personal information to identify if the users might have any direct or indirect contact with the crimes. 
Moreover, government surveillance may establish an environment concerning online speech that discourages users the freedom of free expression of thoughts (Borgatti et al., 2018). As a result, online users are afraid of and avoid writing or discussing certain topics such as political and social issues that affect the entire public discourse. The continued influences of the government upon the use of social media by the police continue to threaten the use of platforms. As a result, there is suppression of free expression and compromising of democratic values thus violating the privacy of individuals. 
Again, the police practice of using social media to solve crimes violates the privacy rights of individuals since it prevents users from having rallies or meetings especially in areas that criminal’s activities have occurred. According to Harms (2018), Majority of meetings and rallies are advertised in social media to achieve a broader coverage of people from many regions. Although the intention of these meetings may be clean, the police may be against them especially if they suspect illegal activities in them. In this case, social media is negatively used by the police the rights to a movement which is a privacy right to individuals. 
According to the book Social Media Surveillance and law enforcement, it is evident that the law enforcement monitoring of social media is becoming a common practice (Mateescu et al. (2015). However, this has raised questions and debates since the police are fond of creating fake profiles as well as impersonating users online. Besides, this surveillance cause’s increased scrutiny over the use of social media by the police and affects first amendments rights. These rights protect free speech for the users thus denying them to express their ideas and thoughts. In addition, social media surveillance also violates the Fourth Amendment rights which are geared towards protecting against unreasonable research and seizure by the government. As a result, the police end up violating the rights of individual’s rights in the name of arresting criminals.
Conclusively, it is evident that the police practice of using social media to solve crimes violates the privacy of individuals. Social media is a powerful tool that is used by law enforcement officers and the police to reduce criminal activities and arrests criminals. However, individual’s rights are also fundamental thus they should be respected and protected. The police officers should respect these rights by allowing free sharing of information and thoughts for users. Therefore, social media will benefit the police and online users at the same time ensure that individual rights are respected.
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